


Selected overview of

meetings

- Common meeting between YEN/
FUEN and the Intergroup in
Strasbourg

- AGDM-meeting of FUEN

- Meeting of the Intergroup in Brussels

- Minority-Conference PER in the
European Parliament in Brussels

Fundamental Right - Education/Media

- Meeting with Landeshauptmann in In 2006 the ,Charter for the autochthonous, national

South Tyrol minorities in Europe” was adopted by the FUEN and YENN
together. At the core of this charter are the 13 fundamental rights
of the European minorities. The first fundamental right was the
right to education, which was developed by Judith Walde and
also at a regional conference. The second fundamental right was
the right to media and own information which is being developed

- Meeting with Prime Minister
Lambertz in Eupen
- Common meeting between YEN and

FU‘EN. . by media-scientists from the Mercator-Centre in Wales. In both
. QA'Ino':I'Y Conference in Oppeln, cases the Brussels-Project has supervised the work on the
olan

fundamental rights.

Meeting with EU-Commissioner

Orban Fundamental Rights Agency
The European Agency for Fundamental Rights has begun its work - a perennial work

- Board meeting in London programme was adopted by the Council of Europe (respective ministers of the member states)
- INGO-Conference Council of Europe - without a mention of the autochthonous minorities or regional- and minority languages as

in Strasbourg part of their portfolio. This was acknowledged by the European umbrella organizations with
- Signing of the European Forum of some disappointment. Jointly with the Parliament this breach, of not including the topic in the
Dialogue in the European Parliament work catalogue and which had been accepted by a majority of the Parliament, was
in Strasbourg commented upon, but not taken into account by the member states.

OSCE

The OSCE does not exactly make
itself known through headlines on
minority questions. But with the High
Comnmissioner for National Minorities the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation has a representative, whose
mandate is aimed at mediating in case of
potential minority conflicts. The new
commissioner is a foreign minister and is
from Norway, Knut Vollerbaek. Knut
Vollerbak made his debut at the largest
NGO-conference on the topic of Human
Rights, the ,Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting” - which takes place in Warsaw annually. In connection with the
conference there was an opportunity to talk with the minority-diplomat.

CHARTER

for the autochtonous national
minorities in Europa
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The

Brussels-

Project

In May 2006 YEN and FUEN has
launched its Brussels Project.

The project has as its goal to
improve the political participation
of both minority organizations on
the European level. This is being
done by making direct contact to
the relevant decision makers, as
well as by involvement in content of
the different policy fields and

The Brussels Project is also
providing the organizations with
advice, background
information, press service in the
day-to-day work.

The target is to establish a
permanent representation of
interests in Brussels in the
medium-term. The Project work

under the slogan Living diversity -

which also is the name of the

The Brussels Project is managed by
Jan Diedrichsen (German from
Denmark) and

Susann Schenk (Sorb from
Germany) in close cooperation
with the presidents / boards

of the FUEN and YEN.

The Brussels-Project in 2006
prepared the written statement of
principles - the

Charter of autochthonous, national

policy subjects.

Intergroup

The Brussels-Project has represented the
FUEN and YEN at the monthly meetings of
the Intergroup for national minorities in
Strasbourg and among other things it has
had the opportunity to present current
activities of the minority umbrella
organizations. The group discussed different
topics, among others the situation of the
Hungarian university in Romania, the
situation of the Cornish and a meeting with
the EU-Commissioner Orban has taken
place.

Council of Europe

The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe has met recently and
among other things the situation of the
minorities in the Vojvodina and the relations
of the EU with the Council of Europe within
Human Rights were discussed. The
representative of the FUEN took part in the
conference of the Non-Governmental
Organizations at the Council of Europe and
was able to explain, why the European
minority umbrella organizations are
interested in a seat in the DH-MIN-
Committee, the committee for minority
questions. This has been denied by the state
representatives in the Council of Europe -
who do not want a direct minority
representation.

The Charter was adopted by the official
bodies of FUEN and YEN in 2006.

The first fundamental right of the Charter
was implemented - the Right of
Education. In 2008 the Right of own
Media and Information is to follow.

The contact with the European
Parliament plays an important role.
Together with the Intergroup for national

homepage and newsletter.

Information

The Brussels-Project operates the
common internet portal ,living-diversity.eu”
and publishes a newsletter every month.
Also background information and press
articles are publicized which are printed in
several minority newspapers regularly.

Besides the collection of links,
information on relevant minority documents
and also short overviews on important
minority activities in the EU, Council of
Europe and OSCE can be found.

Take a look, sign up for the newsletter
and send us material if you have something
interesting to report.

Don 't hesitate to refer to our

homepage www.living-diversity.eu on your
own homepage.

minorities an ,European Forum of
Dialogue” was agreed. The first meeting
will take place 2008. The European
autochthonus minorities are represented

by delegates of the FUEN / YEN.

FUEN and YEN, through the Brussels
Project, regularly take part in the
meetings of the Intergroup for national
minorities in the European Parliament. A
meeting with the EU-Commissioner

minorities in Europe.

FUEN-Congress

The FUEN-Congress takes place from
the 22 to the 24 in Pécs, Hungary.
The next fundamental right on eidia
and Own Information from the
Charter will be presented and
adopted during the Congress. The
Brussels Project will present its work.

Further Informations:
www.fuen.org

:unél/:\ﬁrkos

Europeada

The Federal Union of European
Nationalities and its member
organisations, the Rhaetian umbrella
organization Lia Rumantscha as well
as Sedrun Disentis Tourismus are
inviting to a European Championship
of the European minorities - the
»Europeada 2008,

This European Championship of the
autochthonous, national minorities
will take place from 31. May to 7.
June 2008 in the canton of Grisons,
Switzerland. Already several teams
have announced their participation.

www.europeada2008.net

Orban and the High Commissioner for
National Minorities at the OSCE took
place in 2007.

Moreover the contact with the Council of
Europe the OSCE and UN are also part
of the work of the Brussels Project.
Furthermore the collaboration with
different minority regions in Europe and
with the minority organizations is an
important part of the project.



http://www.fuen.org
http://www.fuen.org
http://www.liarumantscha.ch/?&L=1
http://www.liarumantscha.ch/?&L=1
http://www.disentis-sedrun.ch/de/welcome.cfm
http://www.disentis-sedrun.ch/de/welcome.cfm
http://www.europeada2008.net/
http://www.europeada2008.net/
http://www.europeada2008.org
http://www.europeada2008.org
http://www.living-diversity.eu
http://www.living-diversity.eu

